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Education 

From November 2014 – 

To April 2018: 

Ph.D Programme in Economics and Management at the University of Padova  

• Thesis Title: “Social issues applied to energy sector: from corporate 

social responsibility to collective switching”  

• Supervisor: Professor Fulvio Fontini 

• Ph.D defense date: 26 April 2018  

  

From September 2010 – 

To November 2012:  

Master of Science in “Management” at the “Università degli Studi Milano-

Bicocca” in Milan, Italy 

• Thesis Title: “Ethicality in the third sector companies”: analysis of the 

social budget of five non-profit organizations engaged in the health 

sector. 

• Supervisor: Professor Paola Orlandini 

• Received degree in:  22 November 2012 

  

From September 2006 – 

to September 2010:  

Bachelor in “Business Administration and Management” at the “Università 

Commerciale Luigi Bocconi” in Milan, Italy  

• Thesis Title: “The nursing staff immigrant as a resource of the Italian 

health system: the case of the city of Milan”.  

• Supervisor: Professor Eduardo Missoni. 

• Received degree in:  23 July 2010 

 

Visiting 

From September 2017- 

to October 2017:  

Visiting Ph.D. Student at Cardiff University  

• Supervisor: Oleg Golubchikov 

• Activities: Collaboration with new professors and researchers, in-depth 

interviews to UK energy suppliers, analysis of the data obtained. 

 

Current position 

From 1th December 

2021:  

 

Assistant Professor (3 years research grant), University of Verona.  

• Supervisor: Professor Ivan Russo 

• Activities: Research project funded by the Chamber of Commerce 

Industry Craftsman Agriculture of Verona in agreement with the 

Department of Business Administration that provides in the context of 

the supply chain of the agri-food sector, the definition of new models of 

sustainability. 

 

Previous Postdoc Research Fellow position(s) 

From 1th October 2020 

to 30th November 2021:  

 

Postdoc Research Fellow (2 years research grant), University of Milan.  

• Project Title:“Cities as mobility hubs: tackling social exclusion through 

“smart”citizens engagement – SMARTDEST”  

• Supervisor: Professor Andrea Ganzaroli 

Activities: Develop a theoretical and technical framework useful to understand 

the social exclusion dynamics triggered by the uncontrolled growth of tourism in 

cities. Contribute to improving the development policies of European cities and 

enable innovative development paths that are people-based and rooted in places.  

  

From 1th January 2019 – 

to 30th September 2020:  

Postdoc Research Fellow (2 years research grant) Interdepartmental Research 

Center “centro Studi di Economia e Tecnica dell’energia Giorgio Levi Cases”, 
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 University of Padova.  

• Project Title: “Nuovi modelli di business nel settore energetico: la 

transizione verso la sostenibilità” 

• Supervisor: Professor Silvia Rita Sedita 

Activities: Analysis of the European energy sector and how this is reacting to the 

transition process towards renewables, investigation about the renewable energy 

aggregators and their business model.  

  

From 1th February 2018 

to 31th December 2018:  

Postdoc Research Fellow (1 year research grant) Department of Economics and 

Management “Marco Fanno”, University of Padova, Italy.  

• Project Title: “Nuovi modelli di business e valutazione dell'impatto 

sociale in percorsi di sensibilità per le PMI” 

• Supervisor: Professor Silvia Rita Sedita 

• Activities: B Corp literature review using biblioshiny, sample definition, 

construction and administration of the questionnaire, drafting of the 

paper co-authored with my supervisor and submitted to Corporate Social 

Responsibility and Environmental Management. 

 

University Collaborations 

From September 2020 - 

current 

Professional collaboration (co.co.pro) - Tutoring activity for the project: "Dai un 

senso al profitto". Centre for Research on Health and Social Care Management 

(CERGAS). Bocconi University.  

Project coordinators: Professor Giorgio Fiorentini and Giuliana Baldassarre 

  

From March 2019 to 

April 2020:  

 

Consultant (1 year of co.co.pro.) in the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 

Italy. Faculty of Political and Social Science.  

• Project Title: “Il Caso A2A: Modello di Innovazione per le multi-utility 

del futuro?” 

• Supervisor: Professor Giovanni Marseguerra 

Activities: Analysis of the European energy sector, deepening of the European 

legislation, empirical analysis of European utilities and multi-utilities, cross 

country analysis transition respect three specific macro areas: decarbonization, 

circular economy, smart solutions 

  

From April 2014 – to 

September 2016:  

External Collaborator (co.co.pro) – Public Management area, SDA Bocconi 

School of Management, Italy.  

• Projects Title: “Progetto per lo sviluppo di un modello manageriale per 

la gestione del fenomeno dei beni confiscati”; “Ricerca e supporto alla 

valutazione delle domande di contributo relative al premio UniCredit 

Carta E” 

• Supervisors: Professor Giorgio Fiorentini and Giuliana Baldassarre  

• Activities: literature review, empirical analysis, projects evaluation and 

final report draft for premio UniCredit Carta E 

  

From March 2010 – to 

July 2011:  

Research assistant (co.co.pro) - Public Management area, SDA Bocconi School 

of Management, Italy.  

• Projects Title: “Sviluppo del sistema imprese sociali with CCIAA of 

Milan and the observatory OSIS Bepi Tomai”; “Il valore creato dalle 

collaborazioni tra imprese e aziende non profit” 

• Supervisors: professor Giuliana Baldassarre 

• Activities: Structured interviews to a sample of social enterprises, 

analysis of the data obtained, collaboration in the final report drafting 
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Teaching activities 

A.Y. Professor 

2021-2022 • Course: Economics and management of innovation, Department of 

Mathematics "Tullio Levi-Civita". Master’s Degree in Computer 

Science (Ord. 2021). University of Padova 

• Hours: 18 (2 CFU) 

  

A.Y. Professor 

2020-2021 • Course: Marketing Digitale, Bachelor course in Computer Science 

(in Italian), University of Milan, Italy. 

• Hours: 24 (3 CFU) 

Professor 

• Course: Executive Master in Management Sostenibile (ExMiMS), 

LUMSA, Rome. 

• 13 Video – Lessons  

  

A.Y.:  

2019 - 2020 

2018 – 2019 

2017 – 2018 

 

Teaching Assistantship (Attività di didattica integrativa) 

• Course: Advanced Marketing, Master course in Business 

Administration (in English), University of Padova, Italy. 

• Hours: 6 (each academic year) 

• Activities: teaching activity related to the cause related marketing, 

group work support, production of teaching materials 

  

A.Y 2018 – 2019:  Teaching Assistantship (Attività di didattica integrativa)  

• Course: Marketing, Bachelor course in Communication, University 

of Padova, Italy. 

• Hours: 13 

• Activities: teaching activity related to sustainability themes (hybrid 

organizations, B Corp, circular economy), group work support, 

production of teaching materials 

  

May 2018 Professional collaboration, teaching activity for a course reserved for employees 

of the Veneto Region. 

• Course: Progetto di fattibilità tecnica economica: aspetti economici e 

giuridici 

• Hours: 16 

• Activities: Lessons on cost-benefit analysis and on sustainability.  

  

From 2015 to 2017 Teaching activity at the 2°degree Master in Economia, organizzazione e 

management degli acquisti in sanità, University of Pavia (Italy) 

• Course: Introduction to microeconomics and overview about the 

energy sector  

• Hours: 32 

• Activities: Student support for their master thesis, lessons on the 

energy sector with an in-depth analysis on auctions and on collective 

switching case.  

 

Supervision of graduate students 

From 2020-current Thesis supervision at Uva MSc Business Administration courses, University of 

Amsterdam. 
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From 2020-current Thesis supervision at the Faculty of Political, Economic and Social Sciences, 

University of Milan 

 

Journals Reviewer Activities 

• Journal of cleaner production, Journal of Business Ethics, Journal of Knowledge Management, 

Administration & Society, Emerging Markets Finance and Trade, Cities. 

 

Memberships of scientific societies 

ERSCP- European Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production (2019); EURAM- European 

Academy of Management - Association (2018, 2019); DRUID Society (2018); AAG - American 

Association of Geographers (2018); ESEE - European Society for Ecological Economics (2017); EARE - 

European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists (2017). 

 

Ongoing grant     

Project title  Funding source  Amount  Period  Role  

The role of B Corps in the 

transition towards Carbon 

Neutrality (TRACY) 

University of 

Padova 

€ 20.000 2021-2023 Member of the 

research team 

     

Grant applications 

Project title  Funding source  Amount  Period  Role  

B Corps and the Role 

Modelling of the Early 

Achievement of Net Zero 

Emissions 

Ten sponsors $250.000 US 2021-2026 Member of the 

academic 

advisory council 

of the project 

 

Conferences 

2021 

• 2021 B ACADEMICS RESEARCH ROUNDTABLE - Crossing Disciplinary & Geographical 

Borders to Advance Research on B Corps - VIRTUAL EVENT SEPTEMBER 29, 2021 – 

(presenter) 

• RETHINKING CLUSTERS - IV° International Conference on Cluster Research (Online) – 22-23rd 

September 2021 – University of Florence – Italy (presenter and session chair) 

• European Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production (ERSCP), Graz – September 

(presenter) 

2020 

• 2020 RSA Annual Conference, organizer (with Annalisa Caloffi and Silvia Rita Sedita) of the 

Institutional responsibilities and qualifications 

From 2020 – current: Tutor of the Digital Marketing and Innovation course, Department of Economics, 

Management and Quantitative Methods, University of Milan.  

Course coordinator: Prof. Andrea Ganzaroli 

From 2017 – to 2020:  

 

“Cultore della materia” in Marketing, Department of Philosophy, Sociology, 

Pedagogy and Applied Psychology – FISPPA, University of Padova. 

From 2019 – to 2020:  Examiner, course in Economia delle imprese editoriali, in the Course of Editoria, 

Culture della Comunicazione e della Moda (Classe LM-92), curric. Editoria, 

University of Milan.  

Course coordinator: Prof. Daniela Preite 

From 2019 – to 2020:  Examiner, course in Advanced Marketing, degree course in Business 

Administration.  

Course coordinator: Prof. Silvia Rita Sedita 
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special track “SS5: Proximity, Regional Networks and Sustainability”, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 17-

20 June 2020 – conference cancelled cause COVID-19. 

• Rethinking Culture and Creativity in the Technological Era, Florence – February (presenter and 

session chair) 

2019:  

• Regional Innovation Policies Conference 2019, Florence – November (presenter and session 

chair) 

• European Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production (ERSCP), Barcelona – October 

(presenter) 

• European Academy of Management (EURAM) 2019, Lisbon – June (presenter) 

• Rethinking Clusters – II International Workshop on Cluster Research, Padova – May (local 

supporter and session chair) 

2018: 

• European Academy of Management (EURAM) 2018, Reykjavik – June (presenter) 

• Phd Days Ingenio 2018, Valencia – May (presenter) 

• American Association of Geographers (AAG), New Orleans – April (poster presentation) 

• DRUID Academy Conference 2018, University of Southern Denmark, Odense, Denmark – January 

(presenter) 

2017: 

• 12th Conference of the European Society for Ecological Economics; ESEE 2017 Conference 

Budapest – June (presenter) 

• 23rd Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists; 

EARE 23 Athens, Greece – June (presenter) 

 

Knowledge and skills 

Languages  • Italian- Mother tongue 

• English - Highly proficient in spoken and written English (C1) 

• Spanish – Elementary (A2) 

Computer • Good knowledge of Apple Mac OS X and Microsoft Windows,  

• Good command of Microsoft Office tools (Word, Excel, PowerPoint),  

• Good knowledge of STATA software. 

• Basic knowledge of R software 

• Basic knowledge of UCINET software 

 

Prize and award 

2021 - Best thesis supervisor DB (Digital Business) track - University of Amsterdam 

2018 - Teaching4Learning@Unipd Open Badge, provided by the University of Padova 

 

Research interest 

My research interests are mainly focused (and not only limited) on the topics related to corporate social 

responsibility, B Corp, circular economy, and social innovation. I have studied these issues from different 

perspectives considering different sectors (e.g. energy sector, manufacturing, ICT).  

Recently, I have been involved in two projects on the role of B Corporations in achieving carbon neutrality 

in 2030.  

Publications in peer-reviewed journals 

 

Published journal papers:  

1. Blasi, S.; Gobbo, E., Sedita, S.R. (2022) The role of Social Media in the city engagement: an analysis 

based on Twitter data, Journal of Urban Management, (in press) (Impact Factor: 3.3) 
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2. Sedita, S.R., Blasi, S; Ganzaroli, A., (2022) Fast and low-cost innovations through exaptation: lessons 

from COVID-19 crisis, European Journal of Innovation Management (in press) (Impact Factor: 4.691; 

ABS 1) 

3. Blasi, S.; Sedita S.R. (2022) Relazioni Università-Imprese-Territorio: quali criticità?, Regional Studies 

and Local Development, (in press) 

4. Blasi, S., Ganzaroli, A., & De Noni, I. (2022). Smartening sustainable development in cities: 

strengthening the theoretical linkage between smart cities and SDGs. Sustainable Cities and Society, 

103793. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scs.2022.103793 (Impact Factor: 7.587) 

5. Blasi, S.; Sedita S.R. (2022) Mapping the emergence of a new organisational form: An exploration of 

the intellectual structure of the B Corp research., Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental 

Management, 29(1), 107-123. https://doi.org/10.1002/csr.2187 (Impact factor: 8.741; ABS: 1) 

6. Mohaghegh, M., Blasi, S, and Goßler, A. (2021) Dynamic capabilities linking lean practices and 

sustainability performance, Journal of cleaner production, 322, 129073.  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2021.129073 (Impact factor: 7.246; ABS 2) 

7. Sedita, S. R., & Blasi, S. (2021). Determinants and success factors of student entrepreneurship: 

evidence from the University of Padova. Piccola Impresa / Small Business, (1). 

https://doi.org/10.14596/pisb.2824 

8. Blasi S., Crisafulli B., Sedita S.R. (2021) Selling circularity: Understanding the relationship between 

circularity promotion and the performance of manufacturing SMEs in Italy. Journal of Cleaner 

Production, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2021.127035. (Impact factor: 7.246; ABS 2) 

9. Bassetti, T., Blasi, S., and Sedita, S.R., (2021). The management of sustainable development: A 

longitudinal analysis of the effects of environmental performance on economic performance, Business 

Strategy and the Environment, 30(1), 21-37 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/bse.2607 (Impact factor: 

5.483; ABS 3). 

10. Blasi, S., Brigato L., and Sedita, S. R. (2020). Eco-friendly and fashionable consumer perception: an 

analysis based on Twitter data, Journal of cleaner production, 244, p.118701 DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2019.118701  (Impact factor: 7.246; ABS 2) 

11. Blasi, S., and Sedita, S. R. (2020). The diffusion of a policy innovation in the energy sector: evidence 

from the collective switching case in Europe. Industry and Innovation, 27(6), 680-704.  DOI: 

10.1080/13662716.2019.1616535. (Impact factor: 3.351; ABS 3) 

12. Blasi S., Caporin M., Fontini F. (2018) A multidimensional analysis of the relationship between 

Corporate Social Responsibility and firms' economic performance, Ecological Economics, 147(C), 218-

229. DOI: 10.1016/j.ecolecon.2018.01.014 (Impact factor: 4.482; ABS 3) 

 

Journal papers under review:  

1. Is it a matter of talent or engagement? An exploration of the determinants of user success in 

crowdsourcing for open innovation, with Sedita, S. R. and Crisafulli, B., Baltic Journal of Management, 

2° round of revision. (Impact Factor: 2.897; ABS 1) 

2. “Open innovation in new ventures: Investigating the relationship between networking ability and 

innovation performance in the ICT sector” with Sedita, S. R. and Lajçi, R., European Journal of 

Innovation Management, 2° round of revision (Impact Factor: 4.691; ABS 1) 

3. “The cultural dimensions of sustainable development: a configurational analysis” with Yang, J. and 

Sedita, S.R., Sustainable Development, 2° round of revision (Impact Factor: 6.159) 

4. “A network perspective of cognitive and geographical proximity in sustainable tourism organizations: 

evidence from Italy.” With Fano, S.; Sedita, S.R.; Toschi, G., International Journal of Contemporary 

Hospitality Management, 1° round of revision (Impact Factor: 6.514; ABS 3) 

 

Working paper 

1. Blasi, S., and Sedita, S. R. (2020). Determinants and success factors of student entrepreneurship: 

evidence from the University of Padova.  Working paper No. 260-2020, Dipartimento di Scienze 

Economiche e Aziendali, Università di Padova. URL:   
https://www.economia.unipd.it/sites/economia.unipd.it/files/20200260.pdf 

2. Blasi, S., and Sedita, S. R. (2019). Mapping the emergence of a new research field: an exploration of the 

intellectual structure of the B Corp research.  Working paper No. 236-2019, Dipartimento di Scienze 

Economiche e Aziendali, Università di Padova. URL:   

https://doi.org/10.14596/pisb.2824
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https://www.economia.unipd.it/sites/economia.unipd.it/files/20190236.pdf 

3. Blasi, S., Brigato, L., Sedita, S. R. (2019).  Eco-friendliness and fashion perceptual attributes of fashion 

brands: an analysis of consumers’ perceptions based on Twitter data.  Working paper No. 237-2019, 

Dipartimento di Scienze Economiche e Aziendali, Università di Padova. URL:  
https://www.economia.unipd.it/sites/economia.unipd.it/files/20190237.pdf 

4. Blasi S., Sedita S.R. (2018) Leveraging the power of creative crowds for innovative brands: the eYeka 

crowdsourcing initiatives. Working paper No. 228-2018, Dipartimento di Scienze Economiche e 

Aziendali, Università di Padova. URL: 

https://www.economia.unipd.it/sites/economia.unipd.it/files/20180228.pdf 

5. Blasi S., Sedita S.R. (2018) The diffusion of a policy innovation in the energy sector: evidence from the 

collective switching case in Europe. Working paper No. 229-2018, Dipartimento di Scienze 

Economiche e Aziendali, Università di Padova. URL: 

https://www.economia.unipd.it/sites/economia.unipd.it/files/20180229.pdf 

 

Journal papers in progress:  

1. “Disruption Beyond the Market: Is Airbnb Activity Related to Amsterdam Residents’ Quality of Life?” 

with  Rianne Koopmans, Andrea Ganzaroli and Umut Turk.  

2. “Smart nations - riding on the wave of technology and sustainability trends or actually increasing citizen 

happiness?” with Gabija Baugirdaitė, Ivan De Noni, and Andrea Ganzaroli – presented to Rethinking 

Clusters Conference 2021 

3. “Are you truly sustainable? An investigation of the main features of de-certified B-Corps” with Silvia 

Rita Sedita – presented to 2021 B ACADEMICS RESEARCH ROUNDTABLE 

4. “Tie choice in interlocking directorate networks: combining CSR and proximity dimensions” with 

Sedita, S. R. and Caloffi A. – Accepted to RSA2020 Conference 

5. “The moderating effect of COVID-19 on citizens’ propensity to disclose personal data in smart city –

Take Wuhan City as an example” with Mohaghegh, M., D’Acunto D. M., Confente, I. 

6. “The impact of smart city technologies on the air quality” with Mohaghegh, M. 

7. To what extent do smart city initiatives have a national impact on the relationship between technology-

driven innovation and environmental sustainability? with Mohaghegh, M.  

Book and chapters 

Book 

1. Sedita S.R. and Blasi, S. (2021) Rethinking Clusters Place-based Value Creation in Sustainability 

Transitions. Springer Nature Switzerland AG. DOI:  10.1007/978-3-030-61923-7.  

2. Blasi, S. and Sedita S.R. (In progress) Green marketing: nuove sfide per il settore energetico. Franco 

Angeli 

 

Book chapters:  

1. Sedita S.R., Blasi S. (2021) Introduction. In Sedita S.R., Blasi S. (eds.) Sustainable Regional 

Development - Transforming Regional Value Creation. Cham: Springer.  

2. Barbiero, A., Blasi S.,Schwidtal, J.M., (2021) The Impact of End-User Aggregation on the Electricity 

Business Ecosystem: Evidence from Europe. Springer. In: (a cura di): Sedita, S.R.; Blasi S., Rethinking 

Clusters Place-based Value Creation in Sustainability Transitions, Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland 

AG, ISBN: 978-3-030-61922-0.  

3. Bertolini, M., Blasi, S. (2021) The role of DSOs in the energy transition towards sustainability. The 

Italian Case. Springer. In: (a cura di): Sedita, S.R.; Blasi S., Rethinking Clusters Place-based Value 

Creation in Sustainability Transitions, Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland AG, ISBN: 978-3-030-

61922-0.  

4. Blasi S., Sedita S. R. (2020). Industry 4.0 and Creative Industries: Exploring the Relationship Between 

Innovative Knowledge Management Practices and Performance of Innovative Startups in Italy.. In: (a 

cura di): Bettiol M. Di Maria E. Micelli S., Knowledge Management and Industry 4.0. p. 113-135, 

Cham: Springer, ISBN: 978-3-030-43589-9 

https://www.economia.unipd.it/sites/economia.unipd.it/files/20180228.pdf
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5. Blasi, S., and Sedita, S. R. (2018). L’impatto dell’università di Padova sullo sviluppo dell’economia 

locale e sui processi di creazione di impresa dei suoi laureati, Economia e Società Regionale, 36(3), 

72-85.  DOI: 10.3280/ES2018-003007 

 

Work experience 

From 2017 – to December 

2019 

Partner of Coltivatori di Emozioni 

• Activities: Project development, looking for partnership 

From 2017 – to December 

2019 

Scientific Committee at Anima - Federazione delle Associazioni 

Nazionali dell'Industria Meccanica Varia ed Affine (Study Office) 

• Activities:  Big data analysis and report production 

From September 2012- To 

July 2013: 

Product Manager at Westwing Home & Living 

• Activities: Structuring process of marketing campaigns on e-

commerce site https://www.westwing.it/; market analysis, 

economic feasibility, big data analysis 

 

 


