Curriculum of Chiara Zamboni

After graduating in Philosophy in 1975 at the Faculty of Literature and Philosophy at Bari University, she began to collaborate with the professorship at Verona University, initially in Logic and then in the History of Philosophy, receiving a study grant from 1975 to 1980. She became a permanent researcher in 1980. She is currently an associate professor for the M Fil-01, Theoretical Philosophy disciplinary sector at Verona University’s Faculty of Literature and Philosophy. She teaches Theoretical Philosophy for the three-year degree course in Philosophy, and Philosophy and Sexual Difference for the master degree course.

Her first studies as a researcher regarded the philosophy of mathematics and are featured in the book Favole e immagini nella matematica. Delle favole e della matematica. Il ruolo della rappresentazione iconica nella matematica informale (Adriatica ed., 1984).

She then engaged in phenomenology studies, with a particular focus on the thinking of Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, which features in several publications.

She dedicated a volume to Heidegger and Simone Weil (Interrogando la cosa. Riflessioni a partire da Martin Heidegger e Simone Weil, I.P.L., Milan 1993), because they both start from a representable nothing, which has action and thought effects on reaction and language. Despite the differences between the two in terms of the way they politically address the history of their time and the different centrality given to the body, both embrace the experimentation of symbolic forms when placed outside the subject-object system.

In 1984, together with Luisa Muraro, Adriana Cavarero, Wanda Tommasi and others, she founded the “Diotima” community of female philosophy at Verona University. The method of philosophical research is based on a theory of sexual difference, taken as a significant and not as significance. In other words, as a hermeneutic orientation of signs of reality, as a guide to acts of interpretation of the world’s fabric. She collaborated in every Diotima publication, which began at La Tartaruga publishing house with Il pensiero della differenza sessuale (1989) and continued with the Liguori publishers as of Oltre l’uguaglianza (1995) to the last works: Potere e politica non sono la stessa cosa (2009), La festa è qui (2012) and Femminismo fuori sesto (2017). An extensive work that restores the richness of the fabric of female thought is the text entitled La filosofia donna, (Demetra 1997).

The focus on language and sexual difference led to two books: Parole non consumate (Liguori 2001, German trans. Unverbrauchte Worte. Frauen und Männer in der Sprache, Christel Göttert Verlag, 2005) and Pensare in presenza (Liguori 2009, German trans. Denken in Präsenz. Gespräche, Ort, Improvisationen, Christel Göttert Verlag 2013). The first indicates, through trust in language learned with the mother tongue, the lever and raising agent for any symbolic invention which gambles on unexpected meanings to restore truth to experience. Trust appears as an essential symbolic device for creating linguistic wealth. The second book, Pensare in presenza, works on practices that allow reasoning with others, the fruit of which no one can claim to be the author. Improvisation is free and regulated at the same time. The book outlines the most important figures of thinking with others, both male and female, and how sexual difference has to do with this.

She has edited five collective books: María Zambrano. In fedeltà alla parola vivente (Alinea, Florence 2002); Il cuore sacro della lingua (Il Poligrafo, Padua 2006), and Elementi di filosofia del linguaggio (QuiEdit, Verona 2011). These first three respond differently to the questions of the link between language, the real, the poetic path and sexual difference.

In September 2012 she organized an international conference at Verona University entitled Il pensiero dell’inconscio. Tra filosofia e psicoanalisi (Subconscious thought. Between philosophy and psychoanalysis), from which she then edited a text concerning its fundamental ideas (L’inconscio può pensare? Tra filosofia e psicoanalisi, Moretti& Vitali, Bergamo 2013).

Similarly, from another international conference entitled Quando una donna pensa. In dialogo con Françoise Collin (When a woman thinks. Talking with Françoise Collin, again held at Verona University in February 2014, she edited the book Una filosofia femminista. In dialogo con Françoise Collin, Manni, Lecce 2015.

In September 2017, she organized a seminar for philosophers, psychoanalysts and thinkers of difference entitled “Feminism and the Subconscious. A question of practices”. On the basis of this seminar, she edited the book La carta coperta. L’inconscio nelle pratiche femministe, Moretti&Vitali, Bergamo 2019.

In 2020, she published a book entitled Sentire e scrivere la natura, Mimesis, Milan 2020. The text promotes a conception of nature in its generative and germinative blossoming movement as an infinite process. Things themselves become involved in this movement that is open to the future. Poetic writing offers itself in relation to things, animals and plants, carrying forward their movement in linguistic expression. This approach to the book focussed on a conception of feeling seen as a threshold between the conscious and a sensitive, relational subconscious. The guides along this philosophical path were Ingeborg Bachmann, Anna Maria Ortese, María Zambrano, together with Meister Eckhart and Maurice Merleau-Ponty.
In 2021 she published several essays on the same topic in the book Sentire e scrivere la natura. Additionally, she worked on the question of symbolicity of forms of politics in relation to women's politics Il simbolico e la via del movimento delle donne, in issue 8.2 of «Materiali di Esterica» (2021). 

She is also among the editorial staff of the online philosophy magazine «Per amore del mondo», which is available on the website www.diotimafilosofe.it.  

She is a member of the scientific committee of Barcelona University’s «Duoda. Estudios de la Diferencia Sexual» magazine, as well as Lecce University’s philosophy magazine «Segni e comprensione».

She is a member of the scientific committee for Milan University’s magazine «Materiali di Estetica».

She has collaborated on the Philosophical Transformation Counselling master degree course at Verona University. She is a lecturer on Barcelona University's Duoda master degree course on the study of sexual difference. She collaborates with Verona University’s “Tiresia” philosophy and psychoanalysis research centre.
