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Anna Maria

Surname

Azzini


Date of birth

3rd September 1974


Contact

annamaria.azzini@univr.it
POSITION TITLE: Researcher DPR 232/11

Section of Infectious Diseases
Department of Diagnostics and Public Health
University of Verona
c/o Policlinico “GB Rossi” Hospital
p.le LA Scuro 11, 37134 Verona (Italy)

EDUCATION
· 1999 graduation in Medicine with honours (110/110 cum laude). University of Pavia (Italy)
· 2003 degree in Infectious Diseases (50/50). University of Verona (Italy)
· 2008 visiting scientist in the Ematology Unit of Niguarda Hospital – Milan (Italy)
· 2016 "ESGAP Antimicrobial Stewardship Course" (ESCMID Postgraduate Education Course) – Amsterdam (Holland)
· 2023 PhD in "Life and Health Sciences" at the University of Verona

POSITIONS
- 2009( present 


Confirmed Researcher at Dpt. of Diagnostics and Public 




Health – Section of Infectious Diseases





University of 
Verona

- 2006(2009 


Not Confirmed Researcher at Dpt. of Diagnostics and 




Public Health – Section of Infectious Diseases 






University of Verona

- 2006(present


MD at Infectious and Tropical Diseases Unit, Azienda 




Ospedaliera Universitaria Integrata of Verona 






(AOUI-Verona)

- 2005 



Post-specialisation fellowship: “In vivo clinical efficacy of 




antimicrobial combinations with in vitro synergic activity 




against clinical isolates of multi-antibiotic resistant 





Pseudomonas aeruginosa”.

 




University of Verona, 
- 2003-2004 



Expert in the subject of “Infectious Diseases applied to 




sports”






Bachelor’s Degree in Sport and Exercise Sciences.





University of Verona

- 2004




Research Contract: “In vivo clinical efficacy of 






antimicrobial combinations with in vitro synergic activity 




against clinical isolates of multi-antibiotic resistant 





Pseudomonas aeruginosa”.






University of Verona
PROJECT, HONOURS AND AWARDS
· 2004 

CARIVERONA FOUNDATION.





Project Title "Sourveillance and prevention of hospital acquired 



infections in the Intensive Care Units of Verona, Vicenza and Padova 


Hospitas”

 


Role: coordinator
· 2007

PRIN (National Italian Ministry Research Grant)




Project Title “Molecular Epidemiology of Poliomavirus infection in HIV 


positive patients with demyelinating neurological pathology compatible 


with progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML) and / or 



neoplastic pathology of the central nervous system (CNS) ". 




Role: co-investigator

· 2014

“Candidemia Triveneto Study Group"




Project title “Nosocomial candidemia in patients admitted to medicine 


wards compared to other wards: a multicentre study”.




Role: local Principal Investigator

· 2016

“Point Prevalence surveillance of health-care associated infections 

and enteric colonization by C.difficile and by multi-drug resistant Gram 

negative organisms, in subjects living in Long Term Care Facilities 

(LTCFs) of Verona District”.




Role: coordinator

      - 2017 

Collaboration in the drafting and implementation of the study "Multicenter    study comparing two diagnostic tests (1,3-β-D-glucan vs blood culture) in critically ill patients with suspected invasive candidiasis/candidemia admitted to internal medicine departments and undergoing early treatment with echinocandin (micafungin)”. Promoted by FADOI (Federation of Associations of Internist Hospital Managers).

· 2017

“Healthcare Associated infection in LongTerm-care facilities 3 - 2017 

(HALT3-2017)”. ECDC (European Centre for Disease Control). 


Role: Regional Coodinator

· 2017

"Candidemia/Intra-abdominal candidiasis (IAC) in European ICU’s 


(EUCANDICU): incidence and case-control study of risk factors". 


ESGCP (ESCMID Study Group for Critically Ill Patients).



Role: Local Principal Investigator

· 2018

REGIONE VENETO




“Healthcare Associated infections, antibiotic’s consumption and enteric 


colonization by C.difficile and multi-drug resistant Gram negative 



organisms in subjects living in Long Term Care Facilities of Veneto 


Region: a multicenter point prevalence surveillance”.




Role: regional coordinator and local principal investigator

· 2018 



(ongoing)

AOUI VERONA – Università of Verona




“Stewardship Antibiotica VErona - (SAVE)” 



Role: sub-investigator

- 2019

“Studio controllato randomizzato sulla farmacocinetica di colistina 



nell’ELF e nel plasma di pazienti affetti da VAP o VAT o HCAP o HAP 


sostenute da germi Gram negativi multi antibiotico-resistenti (MDR-


GNB) o da germi Gram negativi estesamente antibiotico-resistenti 



(XDR-GNB) e sottoposti a ventilazione meccanica”
- 2019-2014
BIOTEPS - Participation in the project “Antibiotic stewardship program in pancreatic surgery: a multicenter time
series analysis. (supported by competitive application of AIFA 2017)
- 2019-2021

Participation in the two clinical trials: “Pilot study to assess success factors and barriers for preparation of a Phase 3 study with ExPEC V10 in adults aged 60 years or older and in stable health- EXPECT-1” and “Prospective epidemiological study to estimate the O-serotype distribution of extraintestinal pathogenic E.coli (ExPEC) isolated from hospitalized patients aged 60 years or older with invasive ExPEC disease (IED) and to evaluate the clinical case – EXPECT-2”, parts of work package 10 ( WP10) of the COMBACTE-NET project, supported by the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) with the financial contribution of the Seventh Framework Program of the European Union (FP7/2007-2013) and companies belonging to the EFPIA.
- 2020-2025
Participation in the scientific activities related to the management of the project “Connecting European Cohorts to Increase Common and Effective Response to SARS-CoV-2 Pandemic – ORCHESTRA”, supported by the EC as part of Horizon 2020 and coordinated by the Department of Diagnostics and Public Health of the University of Verona
2021-2023
Conduction of the clinical trial “COVID-19 AND FRAGILE PATIENTS
Multicenter observational study to assess the incidence and characteristics of COVID-19 and the response to COVID-19 vaccination in fragile patients" for the cohort of HIV-positive patients belonging to the Infectious Diseases Unit of the AOUI of Verona. Study protocol which is part of working package 4 (WP4) of the project “Connecting European Cohorts to Increase Common and Effective Response to SARS-CoV-2 Pandemic – ORCHESTRA”, supported by the EC as part of Horizon 2020

- 2021-2023

Conduction of the clinical trial “Retrospective data collection on Klebsiella pneumoniae (KP) colonization and infection in adults admitted to hospital for scheduled surgery – PIKA”, promoted by the University of Utrecht
- 2021-2024

Participation in scientific activities related to working package 3 (WP3) and 8 (WP8) of the “VACCELERATE” project, promoted by the EC as part of Horizon 2020 and coordinated by the University of Cologne

- 2023 (ongoing) 
Collaboration in activities related to working group 4 (WP4) of the "REVERSE" project, promoted by the EC as part of Horizon 2020 and coordinated by the University of Zurich
- 2024 (ongoing)
Local Principal Investigator of the Adaptive Platform Trial “RECOVERY” on steroid treatment during non-severe community acquired pneumonia and pneumonia, promoted by the European consortium ECRAID in collaboration with the University of Oxford. 
- 2025 (ongoing)
National Coordinator of the prospective observational study "Prospective Observational Study on the Incidence of Medically-Attended Acute Respiratory Tract Infections in Primary Care – POS-ARI-PC," involving approximately 20 general practitioners across the country. The study also involves the collection and shipment of biological samples to the University of Antwerp laboratory. A qualitative survey on the perception and participation in scientific research by medical researchers and patients is also part of the same protocol.
- 2025 (ongoing)
Collaboration in the activities of WP1 and WP9 of the project “Pregnancy and Infant PrEparedness platform In Europe – PIPELINE”.
AFFILIATIONS
· 2016 (ongoing)
full member of the European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID)
· 2017-2025

Federazione delle Associazioni dei Dirigenti Ospedalieri Internisti (FADOI)

· 2017-2025

Associate Editor of the BMC Pulmonary Medicine journal
-    2022 (ongoing)
Associate Editor for Frontiers in Microbiology


-    2022 (ongoing)
Review Editor for Frontiers in Antibiotics


-    2023 (ongoing)
Review Editor for Antibiotics


· 2025 (ongoing)
member of the ESCMID Study Group on Bloodstream Infections, Endocarditis and Sepsis (ESGBIES)
· 2025 (ongoing) 
member of the ESCMID Study Group on Fungal Infection (EFISG)
PEER ACCEPTED PUBBLICATIONS
ARTICLES
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10. Sette P, Dorizzi RM, Azzini A.M.. The web in the management of biomarkers of sepsis. Crit Care Med 2009;37(12):3193
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12. Sette P, Azzini AM, Dorizzi RM, Castellano G. Serendipitous ECG guided PICC insertion using the guidewire as intra-cardiac electrode. Journal Vasc Access 2010; 11(1):72
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25. Concia E, Mazzei T, Azzini AM, Diacciati S, Franco M, Mirone V. Therapeutic recommendations of the multidisciplinary group. J Chemother. 2014 Oct;26 Suppl 1:S36-8. doi: 10.1179/1120009X14Z.000000000235.

26. Lo Cascio G, Koncan R, Stringari G, Russo A, Azzini A, Ugolini A, Ligozzi M, Polati E, Cornaglia G, Concia E, Schweiger V. Interference of confounding factors on the use of (1,3)-beta-D-glucan in the diagnosis of invasive candidiasis in the intensive care unit. Eur J Clin Microbiol Infect Dis. 2015 Feb;34(2):357-65.

27. Lanzafame M, Zorzi A, Rigo F, Adami I, Del Bravo P, Tonolli E, Concia E, Azzini AM. Performance of Alere Determine HIV-1/2 Ag/Ab Combo rapid test for acute HIV infection: a case report. Infez Med. 2015 Mar;23(1):48-50.

28. Cordioli M, Del Bravo P, Rigo F, Azzini AM, Merighi M, Forni A, Concia E. Disseminated Mycobacterium avium complex disease in a patient with left ventricular assist device (Heart Mate II). Infez Med. 2015 Sep 1;23(3):261-4.
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31. Guy RJ, Causer LM, Klausner JD, Unemo M, Toskin I, Azzini AM, Peeling RW. Performance and operational characteristics of point-of-care tests (POCTs) for the diagnosis of urogenital gonococcal infections. Sex Trasm Infect.  2017 Dec;93(S4):S16-S21.

32. Centonze AR, Azzini AM, Mazzi R, Merighi M, Concia E, Mazzariol A.  Klebsiella pneumoniae (ST 1519) producing KPC-19 carbapenemase in a patient undergoing selective digestive decontamination before liver transplantation. Clin Microbiol Infect 2018 Feb;24(2):203-204
33. Papst L, Beović B, Pulcini C, Durante-Mangoni E, Rodríguez-Baño J, Kaye KS, Daikos GL, Raka L, Paul M; ESGAP, ESGBIS, ESGIE and the CRGNB treatment survey study group. Azzini AM in working group. ANtibiotic treatment of infections caused by carbapenem-resistant Gram negative-bacilli: an international ESCMID cross-sectional survey among infectious diseases specialists practicing in large hospitals. Clin Microbiol Infect. 2018 Feb 1. pii: S1198-743X(18)30069-7.
34. Sbrana F, Sozio E, Bassetti M, Ripoli A, Pieralli F, Azzini AM, Morettini A, Nozzoli C., Merelli M, Rizzardo S; Bertolino G, Carrara D, Scarparo C, Concia E, Menichetti F, Tascini C. Independent risk factors for mortality in critically ill patients with candidemia in Italian Internal Medicine wards. Intern Emerg Med. 2018 Mar;13(2):199-204
35. Mazzaferri F, Cordioli M, Segato E., Adami I, Maccacaro L, Sette P, Cazzadori A, Concia E, Azzini AM. Trends of Nocardia infection over 5 years (2011 – 2015) in an Italian tertiary care hospital. New Microbiologica. 2018 Apr;41(2):136-140.
36. Savoldi A., Azzini AM, Baur D, Tacconelli E. Is there still a role for  vancomycin in skin and soft-tissue infections? Curr Opin Infect Dis. 2018 Apr;31(2):120-130
37. De Pastena M, Paiella S, Azzini AM, Marchegiani G, Ciprani D, Mazzariol A, Secchettin E, Bonamini D, Gasparini C, Concia E, Bassi C, Salvia R. Preoperative surveillance rectal swab predicts the risk of infectious complications in pancreaticoduodenectomy and directs antimicrobial prophylaxis: an antibiotic stewardship strategy? Jun;20(6):555-562
38. Sozio E, Pieralli F, Azzini AM, Tintori G, Demma F, Furneri G, Sbrana F, Bertolino G, Fortunato S, Meini S, Bragantini D, Morettini A, Nozzoli C, Menichetti F, Concia E, Tascini C; GISA/FADOI Candida Study Group. A prediction rule for early recognition of patients with candidemia in Internal Medicine: results from an Italian, multicentric, case-control study. Infection. 2018; 46(5):625-633
39. Marchegiani G, Perri G, Pulvirenti A, Sereni E, Azzini AM, Malleo G, Salvia R, Bassi C. Non inferiority of open passive drains compared with closed suction drains in pancreatic surgery outcomes: a prospective observational study. Surgery. 2018;164(3):443-449
40. Bassetti M, Giacobbe DR, Vena A, Trucchi C, Ansaldi F, Antonelli M, Adamkova V, Alicino C, Almyroudi MP, Atchade E, Azzini AM, Carannante N, Carnelutti A, Corcione S, Cortegiani A, Dimopoulos G, Dubler S, García-Garmendia JL, Girardis M, Cornely OA, Ianniruberto S, Kullberg BJ, Lagrou K, Le Bihan C, Luzzati R, Malbrain MLNG, Merelli M, Marques AJ, Martin-Loeches I, Mesini A, Paiva JA, Peghin M, Raineri SM, Rautemaa-Richardson R, Schouten J, Brugnaro P, Spapen H, Tasioudis P, Timsit JF, Tisa V, Tumbarello M, van den Berg CHSB, Veber B, Venditti M, Voiriot G, Wauters J, Montravers P. Incidence and outcome of invasive candidiasis in intensive care units (ICUs) in Europe: results of the EUCANDICU project. Crit Care 2019;23(1):219
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48. Pieralli F, Azzini AM, Concia E, Lo Cascio G, Tedesco A, Benedetti V, Piredda S, Giusti M, Santini C, Zagarrì E, Fontanella A, Manfellotto D. Predicting candidemia in internal medicine departments: are we chasing the Holy Grail? Pol Arch Intern Med. 2021 Nov 30;131(11):16112. doi: 10.20452/pamw.16112. Epub 2021 Oct 8. PMID: 34622648.
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