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PERSONAL 
Date of birth: July 20, 1969 
Nationality: Italian 
Languages: English (fluent), Italian (native language), French (intermediate), Dutch (basic). 
          
EDUCATION 
University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy       March 2000 
Ph.D., Experimental Physiopathology   

University of Rome La Sapienza, Italy        October 1993 
Laurea, Biological Sciences (cum laude) 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Technologist, Biotechnology Department, University of Verona, Italy.                            Dec 2020-present 

Researcher contract, Biotechnology Department, University of Verona, Italy.              January 2019-Dec 2020 

Senior Research Assistant, University Medical Center, Utrecht, The Netherlands           March 2009 – January 2019 

Research Associate in Medicine, Brown University, Providence, RI, USA                2001 - 2008  

Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA, USA               2000 – 2001 

Doctoral Candidate, University of Rome and Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA     October 1995 - March 2000 

Fellow (Telethon) Department of Biology, University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy  1995 

Post-laurea internship, Neurobiology Institute, CNR Rome, Italy   1994 
 
 
 
SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 
Excellent analytical, interpersonal and teamwork skills, precise and flexible. Twenty years of working experience in 
intercultural and international teams. Several years of experience in working according to GCP (Good Clinical 
Practice) and SOPs (Standard Operating Procedures) in a ISO1900 certified laboratory. 
Strong background in molecular biology, biochemistry and cell biology including culturing of bacteria, virus and 
eukaryotic cells, isolation of primary cells form human and mouse tissues. Expertise in mouse genetics and 
immunology of the skin.2 years of experience in plant growth and isolation of high standard DNA isolation for NGS 
technologies.  Eager to contribute with my work and expertise in translational research to support the 
development of innovative technologies and therapies for life-threatening diseases. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Technologist, Department of Biotechnology, Verona University. 
 Managerial responsibilities: 

Managing common lab equipment’s and maintenance contracts. Managing the common animal cell culture 
room, training all new personnel to good laboratory practice. 

 Scientific and technical responsibilities: 
Co-teaching laboratory courses for Bachelor’s degree in Biotechnology and Master degrees in Agri-food 
Biotechnology and  Molecular and Medical Biotechnology. Preparation of the lab materials and supervision of 
students during courses.  



 Administrative responsibilities: 
Generating quotations for instruments and consumable, helping the ordering process and the administration 
following the receiving of the goods.  
Serving as representative of the laboratory technicians in the Department Council and in the Department Head  
council (Giunta di Dipartimento), Participating in several department Committees. 

 
 
Senior Postdoctoral position, Functional Genomic Laboratory, Department of Biotechnology, University of 
Verona. January 2019 to December 2021. 
 Managerial responsibilities: 

Assisting and training undergraduate and graduate students. Manage the overall organization of the laboratory 
in accordance with supervisors. Responsibility in waste management, instruments maintenance and samples 
organization and storage. 

 Scientific and technical responsibilities: 
Performing experiments involving high molecular weight DNA extractions of plants, algae and human samples. 
Experience in plant growth to generate materials for DNA isolations.  Benchmarking of different methodologies 
and protocols to achieve quality DNA to perform Optical maps and third-generation sequencing. Get 
acquainted to NGS protocols and methodologies: library preparation and sequencing (PacBio, Illumina, HiC and 
10x genomics). 

 
Senior Research Assistant, University Medical Center (UMC), Department of Dermatology and Allergology and 
Laboratory of Translational Immunology (LTI - JCI accredited, ISO9001-2015).  
Utrecht, The Netherlands. March 2009 – January 2019. 
 Managerial responsibilities: 

Assisting and training laboratory technical staff, undergraduate and graduate students in cell biology, molecular 
biology and histology-imaging. 
Functioning as key and contact person between clinicians at the Department of Dermatology and the 
translational researchers of the LTI. 
Performing, coordinating and overseeing experiments involving human skin (patient skin waste material and 
biopsies) within the LTI groups as well as for many collaborations with the UMC and affiliated institutions 
(Hubrecht Institute, University of Utrecht - Department of Pharmacy).   
Managing the Biobank skin and the serum bank of the Department of Dermatology (quality and data 
management - coding of patient material in an anonymous way in close collaboration with research nurses). 
Serving as lab manager of the histology facility for the LTI and other groups within the UMC including: 
supervision of the equipment, instrument training, problem-solving for users, assisting and overseeing 
researchers to perform immunohistochemistry and immunofluorescence staining techniques (both paraffin and 
frozen samples), general supervising of the whole facility. 
Helping in project design that involves human patient materials to be submitted for approval to the “Medical 
Research Ethics Committee” of the UMC. 

 Scientific and technical responsibilities: 
Generating primary cell cultures from human skin to be used in 3D skin equivalent (keratinocytes, fibroblasts 
and immune cells). 
Studying the effect of different stimuli in cytokine production in normal vs diseased skin. 
Performing multiplex immunoassays based on Luminex xMAP technology to simultaneously assess ~160 
molecules from patient material and culture supernatant (I am currently a member of the LTI Luminex Core 
facility). 
Writing and reviewing standard operating procedure documents (SOPs). 
Analyzing and interpreting data, preparing technical reports, and helping write publications and grant  
applications. 
Carrying out research and organizing work in an independent manner coordinating several internal and 
external collaborators. 

 



Research Associate in Medicine, Brown University, Division of Endocrinology - Hallett Diabetes Center, Albert 
Medical School, Providence RI, USA. 2001 –2008.  
 Managerial responsibilities: 

Managed and trained laboratory technical staff in molecular biology, cell biology and biochemistry techniques. 
Participated in training Brown Medical School undergraduate and graduate students. Help supervise their 
research projects on a day-to-day basis and teach techniques required for their projects. 
Responsible for writing and presenting all the IACUC and DNA recombinant protocols, and submitting the 
annual progress reports and renewals.  
Supervised radiation and safety training for all research groups of the Division of Endocrinology. 
Ordering, budgeting and interacting with major companies and contractors.  
Functioned as key and contact person for the whole Division of Endocrinology.   
Organized and coordinated interdepartmental seminars, lab-meetings and journal clubs, and other teaching 
activities. 

 Scientific and technical responsibilities: 
Generated two knockout mouse models aimed at studying the role of two proteins (GIGYF1 and GIGYF2) in 
growth and neurodegeneration.   
Managed and genotyped mouse colonies. 
Performed in vivo study to investigate growth deficiency and neurodegeneration. 
Established primary cell cultures derived from mutant mice. 
Generated mammalian cell lines exhibiting inducible gene expression as well as cell lines transduced with 
adenoviral and retroviral vectors. 
Analyzed and interpreted data, prepared technical reports, wrote publications, and assisted the PI in grant 
writing and submission. 
Performed and organized work in a semi-independent manner with internal and external collaborators. 
Presented data and gave seminars at numerous internal and external scientific meetings. 

 
Pre- and Post-doctoral research fellow, Harvard Medical School - Joslin Diabetes Center, Boston, MA, USA.  1998 
–2001. 
 Performed a multitude of in situ and in vitro techniques to study insulin and IGF-I signaling pathways in type II 

diabetes context. 
 Developed and established numerous laboratory techniques of molecular biology, cell biology and 

biochemistry. 
 Helped principal investigator write independent and collaborative grants to obtain extramural research funding 

(e.g. American Diabetes Association, NIH RO1 grants). 
 Published research and review articles in peer-reviewed journals. 
 Presented data in numerous seminars within the Harvard medical community and at professional society 

meetings (e.g., American Diabetes Association, ENDO Meeting). 
 Established international collaborations with several laboratories and thought leaders. 
 
Ph.D. program in Experimental Physiopathology, Department of Internal Medicine, University of Rome Tor 
Vergata, Italy. Two-year program as exchange student at Harvard Medical School - Joslin Diabetes Center 
(Metabolism Section), Boston MA, USA. October 1995 – March 2000. 
 Performed a multitude of in situ and in vitro techniques to study insulin and IGF-I signaling pathways, focusing 

on the role and expression of the IRS (Insulin Receptor Substrate) family of proteins. 
 Developed and established numerous laboratory techniques in molecular and cellular biology and 

biochemistry. 
 
Telethon Fellow, Department of Biology, University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy. 1995 
 Acquired extensive expertise in genetic analysis of populations with neurodegenerative diseases (Huntington 

disease, and spinocerebellar ataxias). 
 Developed and established new methodologies to examine novel diagnostic markers for Huntington Disease. 
 Organized and maintained DNA banks and relative family pedigrees. 
 
National Research Council (CNR) Internship, Institute of Neurobiology, National Research Council, Rome, Italy. 
1993 –1995 



 Developed and perform experiments involving mammalian gene expression of the NGF (Nerve Growth Factor) 
receptors TrkA and TrkB. 

 Performed biochemical and cellular assays to investigate the function of NGF receptors during neuronal 
differentiation. 

 Acquired extensive skills for the optimization of neuronal cell line differentiation and other vitro cultures. 
 Acquired extensive skills in molecular biology and mammalian gene expression. 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND RESEARCH SUPPORT 
 American Diabetes Association-Mentor Base post-doctoral fellowship Award 2001-2004  
 Telethon Fellowship from the Telethon grant E.0087 to Dr Novelletto, 1995 
 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
 Award from the AEF-funded Department of Medicine and University Medicine Foundation Research Incentive 

program (2004). 
 Travel Grant Award sponsored by the Endocrine Society for the abstract title: “GIGYF2 is an essential 

developmentally regulated with intrinsic transcription stimulating activity that may be linked to IGF-I and 
Insulin Receptors by the Grb10 adapter” (2005). 

 Young Investigator Award Winner in basic research at the 14th Lifespan Research Celebration, Providence, RI 
(2006). 

 
MEMBERSHIPS 
 Member of Dutch Society of Immunology (NVVI) 2010-2018. 
 Member of the European Society of Dermatology Research (ESDR) 2010-2016. 
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7. DS Bakker; MM van der Wal; LEM Heeb, B Giovannone; M Asamoah; EM Delemarre; J Drylewicz; S Nierkens; EF 
Knol; O Boyman; MS de Bruin-Weller; JL Thijs; F van Wijk. Early and long-term effects on circulating T-cells 
functional skewing in moderate-to-severe atopic dermatitis patients treated with dupilumab. Journal of 
Investigative Dermatology, 2021, 141(8), pp. 1943–1953.e13 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jid.2021.01.022 

8. Daphne S. Bakker; Stefan Nierkens; Edward F. Knol; Barbara Giovannone; Eveline M. Delemarre; Jorien van 
der Schaft; Femke van Wijk; Marjolein S. De Bruin-Weller; Julia Drylewicz; Judith L. Thijs. Confirmation of 
multiple endotypes in atopic dermatitis based on serum biomarkers. J Allergy Clin Immunol. Volume 147, Issue 
1, January 2021, Pages 189-198 

9. Sandra C Silva-Cardoso, Weiyang Tao, Chiara Angiolilli, Ana P Lopes, Cornelis Bekker, Abhinandan Devaprasad, 
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