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April 2023 - present

Research Fellow in Pharmacology

Laboratory of Neuropsychopharmacology, University of Verona,

Verona (Italy)

e Evaluation of the effects induced by orally administered-plant
extracts on cognitive functions of mice

e Ex-vivo characterization of the plant extract-induced effects
on neural markers correlated to cognitive functions in different
brain areas

July 2020 - March 2023

Research Fellow in Pharmacology

Laboratory of Neuropsychopharmacology, University of Verona,

Verona (Italy)

e Investigation of craving effects induced by exposure to
palatable food-associated cues in healthy subjects, and
craving modulation by exposure to environmental enrichment
as a virtual reality experience.

¢ Analysis of behavioural and molecular correlates of slow
intravenous low-dose ketamine infusion in murine brain areas
relevant to depression and addiction.

April 2019 - March 2020

Research Fellow in Pharmacology (Zardi-Gori

Foundation)

Laboratory of Neuropsychopharmacology, University of Verona,

Verona (Italy)

e Characterization of the behavioural phenotype of the 6-
hydroxydopamine (6-OHDA) striatal lesion as an in-vivo model
of Parkinson’s Disease, to identify new therapeutic approaches
against Impulse-Control Disorders.

January 2018 - March 2019

Research Fellow in Pharmacology

Laboratory of Neuropsychopharmacology, University of Verona,

Verona (Italy)

e Behavioural and molecular study of the possible long-term
therapeutic efficacy of high-dose intravenous ketamine bolus
against contextual-induced food/nicotine memory recall and
relapse to self-administration.

¢ Investigation of Environmental Enrichment as a modulator of
contextual- and cue-induced relapse to food/drug self-
administration.
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Education and training

Skills

November 2014 - October 2017

Ph.D. in Neuroscience and Psychological and Psychiatric

Sciences

Laboratory of Neuropsychopharmacology, University of Verona,

Verona (Italy)

e Assessment of the glutamatergic neurotransmission
involvement in addiction, and specifically in-vivo and ex-vivo
investigation of NMDA receptors antagonists MK-801 and
ketamine as pharmacological treatments to inhibit food and
nicotine instrumental memories recall and reinstatement in a
self-administration protocol.

September 2011 - July 2014

Master of Science (M.Sc.) in Neuroscience

Laboratory of Cellular and Molecular Neuroanatomy, University

of Trieste, Trieste (Italy)

e Production of cleavable and uncleavable recombinant brain-
derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF) proteic isoforms and
analysis of their effects on primary hippocampal pyramidal
neurons development and viability, in comparison to
commercially available BDNF isoforms.

September 2006 - February 2011

Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) in Biotechnology

Laboratory of Physiology, University of Padova, Padova (Italy)

¢ Investigation of glutathione reductase gene expression in the
Antarctic fish Trematomus eulepidotus after exposure to heavy
metals.

Behavioural biology

Handling and behavioural testing of laboratory murine models.
Behavioural protocol: operant Self-Administration and memory
tests, Drug Discrimination, Open Field Test, Novel Object
Recognition Test, T-maze Test, Forced Swim Test. Significant
expertise in catheter construction and jugular vein cannulation
of rats. Significant expertise in specific brain tissue extraction
and sampling

Molecular biology

Expertise in cloning vectors - primers design, digestions,
ligations, cloning; bacterial transformation; PCR; DNA gel
analysis, quantification, extraction, and purification; purification
of recombinant proteins; Western Blot

Cellular biology

Extraction and primary culture of rat hippocampal/cortical
neurons, cell lines culture, cell culture transfection.
Microbiology: bacterial culture in solid and liquid media,
isolation, and transformation. Microscopy: immunolocalization
techniques; fluorescence and light microscopy



Achievements

Publications

Other skills

Extensive knowledge of Microsoft Office programs, GraphPad
Prism, Imagel, E-Prime. Basic knowledge of Photoshop, CLC
Main Workbench, Bioedit, Any-maze, virtual reality technology
(HTC-Vive)

Languages
Italian (mother language), English (independent user)

November 2014 - October 2017
Ph.D. Scholarship, University of Verona, Verona, Italy.

April 2019 - March 2020
1-year Fellowship in Pharmacology by Zardi-Gori Foundation,
Milano, Italy.

2018
Selected speaker at Convegno Monotematico SIF, University of
Insubria, Varese, Italy.

Ad-hoc reviewer for international journals, as Pharmacological
Research, Molecular Neurobiology, Neuroscience, Scientific
Reports.
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