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 WORK EXPERIENCES 

 

July 2019 

POSTDOC RESEARCH FELLOW 

Physiology and Psychology Section 

Department of Neurosciences, Biomedicine and Movement Sciences 

University of Verona 

Istituti Biologici, Blocco A 

Strada Le Grazie, 8, 37134, Verona – Italy 

Prof. Mario Buffelli Laboratory 

 

June 2017 - March 2019 

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATE 

(Psychiatry Research Trust fellowship June 2018-February 2019) 

Department of Basic and Clinical Neuroscience 

King's College London 

Maurice Wohl Clinical Neuroscience Institute 

5 Cutcombe Road, Brixton, SE5 9RT, London, UK 

Dott. Jemeen Sreedharan Laboratory 

 

March 2017 - May 2017  

POSTDOC RESEARCH SCIENTIST  

(MNDA motor neurone disease association fellowship) 

The Babraham Institute, Building 540,  

Babraham Research Campus, Cambridge, UK  

Signalling ISP Laboratory  

Dott. Jemeen Sreedharan /Dott. Michael Coleman Laboratory 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

  

January 2014 – April 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PhD in Cellular and Molecular Biology (Physiology)  

Doctor Europaeus Academic Title 

Academic Recruitment Field: 05/D1  

Academic Discipline: BIO/09 Physiology  

Department of Pharmacy and Biotechnology  

University of Bologna, Italy. 

Neurobiology Laboratory  

Supervisor: Prof.ssa Barbara Monti. 

mailto:francesca.massenzio@univr.it


Thesis: Physiopathological protein release by glial cells: 

focus on Purine Nucleoside Phosphorylase (PNP), 

Superoxide Dismutase 1 (SOD1) and α-synuclein (α-syn). 

 

February 2016  

August 2016  

Visiting PhD Student (Marco Polo fellowship)  

The Babraham Institute, Building 540, Babraham 

Research Campus, Cambridge, UK  

Signalling ISP Laboratory  

Supervisor: Dott. Jemeen Sreedharan 

 

October 2011 – July 2013   Master’s Degree in Molecular and Cellular Biology 

(LM-6) 110/110 cum laude (first-class honours) 

University of Bologna. Neurobiology Laboratory 

Supervisor: Prof.ssa Barbara Monti. 

Thesis: Modulation of Apolipoprotein E release by 

microglial cells in physiophatological conditions in vitro.  

Final grade:110/110 cum laude 

 

October 2008-October 2011   

 

Bachelor’s Degree in Biology (L-13) 110/110 cum 

laude (first-class honours) 

University of Urbino.  

Supervisor: Dott. Stefano Sartini 

Thesis: Synaptic plasticity induced by the Brain-Derived 

Neurotrophic Factor (BDNF). 

Final grade: 110/110 cum laude 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

• Marco Polo Fellowship 

o February 2016- July 2016. PhD Visiting Student 

The Babraham Institute, Building 540, Babraham Research Campus, Cambridge, UK. 

 

• Psychiatry Research Trust fellowship, King’s College London 

o June 2018- February 2019 

 

• Postdoctoral Fellowship Fondazione Umberto Veronesi, FUV 2020 

o January 2020 
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POSTERS 

 

• Massenzio F., White M.A., Mead R.J., Coleman M.P., Barmada S., Sreedharan J. 

Glycogen Synthase Kinase-3 Inhibition ameliorates TDP-43 toxicity in motor and cortical 

neurons. 

28th International Symposium on ALS/MND. 8-10 December 2017, Boston USA.  

 

• White M.A., Kim E., Duffy A., Adalbert R., Phillips B.U., Peters O.M., Stephenson J., Yang 

S., Massenzio F., Lin Z., Andrews S., Segonds-Pichon A., Metterville J., Saksida L.M., 

Mead R., Ribchester R.R., Barhomi Y., Serre T., Coleman M.P., Fallon J., Bussey T.J., 
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Tardbp knock-in mouse shows gain of TDP-43 function and yields modifiers of cognitive 
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• Peña-Altamira L.E., Petralla S., Massenzio F., Parenti C., Virgili M., Bentivogli M., Monti 

B. 

A nutritional approach to tackle Alzheimer's disease: a key role for immunomodulation.  

XIII European Meeting on Glial Cells in Health and Disease, 8-11 July 2017, Edinburgh, 

Scotland. 

 

• Uliassi E.; Baldassarro V.A.; Massenzio F.; Petralla S.; Monti B.; Calzà L.; Bolognesi M.L. 

Receptor chemistry: reality and vision. 33rd Camerino-Cyprus Symposium.  

15-19 May 2016, Camerino, Italia. 

 

• Massenzio F., Peña-Altamira L.E., Virgili M., Bentivogli M., Monti B.  

Functional differences between glial cells overexpressing wild-type or mutant superoxide 

dismutase 1 (SOD1).  

ABCD National Congress 2015. 17-19 September 2015. Bologna, Italia. 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

ABCD Member, The Italian scientific community of cell and developmental biologists since 

September 2015. 

 

 


