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PERSONAL INFORMATION

Full Name: Vittorina Della Bianca
Date of birth: 19 June 1953
Nationality: Italian
Home address: Verona, via Gorizia 11. 
Office phone: 00 39 045 8027125
Mobile phone: 00 39 3402633508. 



EDUCATION

November 1977 - Master’s degree Biological Sciences, University of Trieste, Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences, Grade: 107/110

FELLOWSHIPS

1980-1983 - Fellowship from the ''Consorzio per lo Sviluppo degli Studi Universitari'' at the Institute of General Pathology, University of Verona, Italy. 

APPOINTMENTS

1983-ongoing: Assistant Professor of General Pathology, tenure position at the Faculty of Medicine, University of Verona.





Scientific activity: 

(1980-1996): Research activity, under the supervision of Emeritus Prof. Filippo Rossi, on the molecular mechanisms responsible for the activation of the inflammatory cells, in particular on the mechanism of NADPH oxidase activation in phagocytes and on the signaling pathways regulating leukocyte phagocytosis, secretion and migration.


(1996-2010): Research activity on the pathogenesis of neuronal damage by beta-amyloid, peptide involved in the development of Alzheimer's disease. In particular:
i) inflammatory molecular mechanisms due to the activation of microglial NADPH oxidase;
ii) direct mechanisms of neuronal apoptosis involving the interaction of beta-amyloid with the NGF low affinity receptor p75.
iii) molecular relationship between aging and Alzheimer's disease. These studies have revealed, in an in vitro senescence model, the role of soluble factors released by astrocytes in modulating the expression of the neuronal receptor for the insulin-like growth factor-1 (IGF1-R) involved in the production of beta-amyloid during aging. 
From 2010, she is studing the involvement of the immune system in pathogenetic mechanisms of Alzheimer's disease, in particular, the recruitment of leukocytes into the central nervous system and the role of leukocytes in promoting neuronal damage and cognitive deficits in Alzheimer's disease animal models.
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